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Thank you Mr. Chair, Mr. Vice-Chair, members of the

committee and staff for the chance to give public comment

about improving the state legislature. l'm Mary Ann Dunwell,

Helena resident, Montana citizen.

During the last legislative session, I witnessed citizens trying to

engage in their government who were being disrespected,

dismissed and shut down by the very people elected to serve

them. That's not okay. Our State Constitution provides a right

to dignitv. In my opinion, some chairs and committee members

violated that right for many citizens. Some people had traveled

from all corners of the state to testify for Medicaid expansion

and access to affordable health and mental health care. Yet, the

committee chairs yawned, appeared not to listen, walked out in

the middle of heart-rending, life and death stories - then timed

them out.
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I get it that there needs to be time parameters if we want to

get anything done in the 90-day session. But it did not seem

that everyone was treated fairly and equally.

An elementary school teacher recently told me she used to take

her students on field trips to the Capitol during session, but she

won't any longer because her school teaches respect, and she

sees disrespect at the legislature.

Also, committees scheduled or changed hearings with little

notice or regard for the time it takes working Montanans to

plan, take time off from their jobs and travel to do what they

have a right to do - engage in their government. People were

marginalized and disenfranchised from the process.

Someone I was talking with recently had a great idea: how

about providing videoconference locations throughout the

state for peopfe to testify electronicalfy?

We need to do everything possible to include and involve

citizens, give voice to the voiceless, and restore dignity and

respect to the people's house. Thank you.
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